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78. MacRoPYGIA NIGRIROSTRIS, Salvad. 

St. Aignan, Rossel Island. 

Adult female. On further acquaintance this will probably 
appear to be a distinct species. It has a wash of grey on the 
head, a rather strong green lustre on the neck; the bars on 
the tail are quite faint, and the subapical band of the external 
remix is lead-grey. 

79. GYMNOPHAPS ALBERTISI, Salvad. 

Cæsar Spur. 


80. JANTHŒNAS ALBIGULARIS, Bp. 
Mount Gleeson, at 1600 feet. 


81. TrincorpEs HYPOLEUCOS, Linn. 
Sudest Island. 


82. Esacus MAGNIROSTRIS, Geoff. 
Ferguson Island. 


VI.—On some Birds from South-eastern China, with 
Descriptions of two new Species. By Henry H. SLATER. 


(Plate I.) 


I wave been favoured by Mr. J. D. de La Touche with a 
small parcel of Chinese birds from the vicinity of Swatow 
and Foochow for examination. All of these are of much 
interest, and two of them apparently belong to undescribed 
species, whilst one or two others call for special notice. 


1. SIPHIA RUBECULOIDES Sive STROPHIATA. 

Two females, shot at Tai-Yang, near Swatow, on April 21, 
1888. The females of the genus Siphia are apparently in 
many cases exactly similar. I have examined the large and 
varied series in the British Museum, and was unable to find 
any specimens which matched exactly the two under notice, 
though several females of S. sérophiala and S. rubeculoides came 
very near them. They match one another, however, except 
that one of them has a single bright blue feather on the 
forehead. Mr. Sharpe is inclined to think that they should 
be (doubtfully) referred to S. rubeculoides. I am rather 
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more inclined to favour S. strophiata, which is, perhaps, more 
likely to occur near Swatow, as it has been recorded by Pére 
David fromWestern China. But,as Mr. de La Touche observes 
that the bird is not uncommon at Swatow in April, and as 
these examples were shot towards the end of that month, it 
may subsequently be found to breed there, and may prove 
to be distinct from both the species of which the names are 
here suggested. 


2. Ioze Hozrti, Swinhoe. 

Mr. Seebohm enumerates (P. Z. S. 1890, p. 342) the three 
hitherto known examples of this bird. It may be well to 
mention that there are certainly two morc, one of which is 
in Mr. Styan’s possession and the other in my collection. 


=- 8. Henuixus canirensis, Seebohm (P. Z. S. 1890, p. 342). 

Mr. de La Touche informs me that the example of this 
excellent species from which Mr. Seebohm took his descrip- 
tion was, he has no doubt, one which was not “ collected by 
Herr Baun near Foochow,” but given to that gentleman by 
Mr. de La Touche. I may add that five other examples, 
all obtained by Mr. de La Touche, have passed through my 
hands, two of which are still in my possession. 


4, ALCIPPE HUETI, David. (See Seebohm, P. Z. S. 1890, 
p. 343.) 

Mr. de La Touche has at different times submitted nine 
specimens of his own collecting to me for examination, six 
from near Foochow, three from near Swatow. I quite agree 
with Mr. Seebohm as to the distinctness of the continental 
Chinese birds from 4. nipalensis and A. morrisoniana. The 
uniform pure grey head and neck, without the least trace 
of that brown which is invariably noticed in the other two 
species, is enough to characterize it. The absence of white 
bases to the loral feathers, however, is not to be depended 
on, as some of the Chinese specimens show nearly as much 
white there as the other two species. But whether the pre- 
sent bird ought to be called A. hueti, David, seems very 
doubtful. Père David, in his description of that bird (Ann. 
des Sci. Nat, xix. art. 9, p. 4, 1874), mentions as the dis- 
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tinctive feature of it “les longs sourcils noirs qui vont du 
dessus des yeux jusque derrière le cou.” T cannot find a 
trace of these in any of the birds I have examined, and think 
that Mr. Secbohm should re-name the south-eastern bird. 


-+ 5. ÆTHOPYGA LATOUCHII, sp.n. (Plate I.) 


Æ. christine consobrina; dorso, tamen, et alis multo viri- 
dioribus et rostro breviore faciliter distinguenda. 


Five examples, two males and three females, obtained at 
Chiong Pô, in the hills west of Swatow. This bird has a 
close affinity to the Hainan bird, Æ. christine, Swinhoe, but 
is separable at the first glance by its brighter tints and shorter 


bill. In this last respect it approximates to Æ. bella, Tweedd., 
from North Mindanao. 


Culmen. 
Æ. christine, & . . . O7 inch. 
ma. datsnelniss . . . OS . 
wwe; S . . . . 0:55 ,, 


The two central tail-feathers are not narrowed at their tips 
so abruptly, nor to such fine points, as those of Æ. christine, 
in which it also resembles Æ. bella ; indeed, the three species, 
with Æ. shelleyi, form a natural group of the genus Ætho- 
pyga, the present one being intermediate and about equally 
distinct from the others. It also differs from the Hainan 
species in having the back, from the metallic green nape to 
the bright-yellow rump, olive-green, instead of velvety black 
(with the faintest green tinge); the deep maroon throat and 
fore neck of Æ. christine become almost crimson in Æ. la- 
touchii, and in the latter the underparts are of a much brighter 
greenish yellow. Measurements—culmen 0:53 inch, wing 
2°05, tail 1:85 (the two central feathers narrowed into a sooty 
black, not metallic, point, 0°5 long, 0:03 broad), tarsus 0'5. 

Female. Head and face greyish green ; back, wing-coverts, 
rump, and two central tail-feathers olive-green; remiges 
margined with the same, rather browner ; underparts light . 
greenish white, rather paler on the flanks; no trace of a 
terminal point to the two central tail-feathers, rest of tail 
black, graduated, with a white tip (as in the male) to each 
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feather. Wing 2 inches, other measurements as in the 
male. 

I have named this bird after Mr. de La Touche, to whose 
gun we already owe, and to whose pen we shall before long 
owe, much information as to the distribution of birds in the 
Chinese Empire. 


6. HIRUNDO NIPALENSIS. 

The oriental red-rumped Swallows are confessedly a very 
puzzling group, and even Mr. Sharpe expresses his views in 
the B. M. Cat., vol. x., with some hesitation. Mr. de La 
Touche has sent me fifteen specimens, which could, perhaps, 
be separated into two quasi-species, but which appear only 
to differ from one another as H. rustica differs in its spring 
and autumn dress, a view confirmed by the dates on the 
labels. Mr. Seebohm’s latest utterances in the ‘ Birds of the 
Japanese Empire’ certainly simplify matters by restricting 
the number of uncertain species, but the distinctions even 
there seem so artificial (the wing-measurements and the more 
or less coarse striations of the underparts) that it appears 
impossible but that they should be still further restricted 
ultimately. However, Mr. de La Touche’s specimens may be 
set down as H. nipalensis, the smaller of the two races with 
coarsely striated underparts. Not one is long enough in the 
wing to be called H. striolatus, of which Mr. Seebohm puts 
the minimum wing-measurement at 4°9 inches. Still, all 
the younger examples of even H. striolatus will be below 
that. 


+ 7. GALLINULA (AMAURORNIS) COCCINEIPES, SP. D. 

Much resembling our Waterhen (G. chloropus) in winter 
dress at first glance. But it is a smaller bird—has no trace 
whatever of a bare frontal plaque—no whitish under tail- 
coverts—none of the characteristic white flank-blotches of 
G. chloropus. 

It may be succinctly described :—Crown, back of neck, 
back, wings (above and below), tail, flanks, and under tail- 
coverts bistre-brown (in winter, more olive in summer) ; 
rectrices and remiges a little darker; throat, lores, cheeks, 
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ear-coverts, fore neck, centre of chest, belly, and thighs ashy 
grey, whiter on the throat; bill greenish ; irides red; legs 
and feet carmine. I take the description from a female shot 
in December 1887 and a male in April 1888, both near 
Swatow. There is another specimen in the Museum at 
Sikawei, another in the Shanghai Museum. Culmen, & 
PR meh, g 1:08; wing, ¢ 52) 9 475; tail, & à 25% 
tarsus g 2°1, 2 20. 

G. olivacea, Meyer, with which the present species might 
be confused, is a good deal larger bird, has reddish under 
tail-coverts, no trace of white on the throat at any season of 
the year, and has greenish-brown feet and legs. 

I have to thank Mr. Sharpe for the facilities for comparison 
which he has readily afforded me, and Mr. Seebohm, who has 
sent me valuable specimens by post and has given up to me 
a morning of his time; also Mr. de La Touche, to whom Iam 
greatly indebted in many ways. 


VII.—Description of an apparently new Species of the Genus 
Siphia from Borneo. By A. H. Evererr, C.M.Z.S. 


A SINGLE specimen of a fine new Flycatcher of the genus 
Siphia was obtained by my native hunter on Mount Penrisen, 
in Sarawak, in December 1889, and is now in the collection 
of the British Museum. Both Count Salvadori and Mr. 
Sharpe concur in believing the bird to be new. Neither the 
sex nor the elevation at which the specimen was obtained 
can be stated, but it is probably a male and restricted to the 
highlands. 
I propose to call it 


SIPHIA NIGROGULARIS, Sp. nN. 

Adult. General colour above dark blue, dull on the crown, 
brighter on the back and scapulars,and passing into turquoise- 
blue on the rump and upper tail-coverts; forehead bright 
turquoise-blue, which extends backwards over the eye ; lores, 
cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, and sides of the breast 
black, more or less distinctly washed with dark blue; chin 
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Mintern Bros. imp. 


J.G.Kevlemans del. et ith- 


ÆTHOPYGA LATOU CHI, ¢,¢. 


